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ACTION AF- 18 

INFO OCT-01 NEA-14 CIAE-00 DODE-OO PM-07 H-03 INR-11 L-03 

NSAE-00 NSC-07 PA-04 RSC-01 PRS-01 SP-03 SS-20 

USIA-15 ISO-OO AID-20 IGA-02 EB-11 COME-OO TRSE-00 

OMB-01 MC-02 ACDA-19 DRC-01 /164W 

069511 

R 210955Z IUL 74 
FM AMEMBASSY TEHRAN 
TO SECSTATE WASHDC 7414 
INFO AMEMBASSY ADDIS ABABA 
AMEMBASSY IIDDA 

SECRET TEHRAN 5999 

E.O. 11652: GDS 

TAGS: MASS, ET, SA, IR, US 

SUBJECT: ETHIOPIAN REQUEST FOR IRANIAN MILITARY ASSISTANCE 
REF: STATE 156317 

1. AMBASSADOR PROVIDED FOREIGN MINISTER KHALATBARI 
WITH SELECTED EXTRACTS FROM REFTEL AFTERNOON JULY 19. 

AFTER DEGESTING THE INFORMATION KHALATBARI THANKED THE 
AMBASSADOR FOR THE FULLNESS OF THE REPORT AND ASKED 
WHETHER WE WERE GOING TO PROVIDE ASSISTANCE BEYOND 
WHAT WAS MENTIONED IN THE REPORT. AMBASSADOR REPLIED. 

NOT THAT WE WERE AWARE OF. 

2. KHALATBARI THEN ASKED WHETHER THE ETHIOPIANS HAD 
APPROACHED THEIR ARAB FRIENDS. HE SAID THAT IT SEEMED 
TO HIM THE ARABS WOULD BE A LOGICAL SOURCE OF FINANCIAL 
ASSISTANCE IN VIEW OF HIS UNDERSTANDING THAT ETHIOPIA HAD CUT 
OFF ITS RELATIONS WITH ISRAEL AT THE TIME OF THE 

OCTOBER WAR AS A FAVOR TO THE ARABS. HE IMPLIED THAT 
HE THOUGHT ETHIOPIA HAD AN IOU IT OUGHT TO 
BE ABLE TO CASH. THE AMBASSADOR SAID THAT WE UNDER- 
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BUT HAD NO INFORMATION AS TO WHETHER THEY HAD DONE SO 
AS YET. 

3. DURING AN EARLIER BRIEF CHAT AT A SOCIAL EVENT, 
KHALATBARI STRONGLY IMPLIED TO THE AMBASSADOR THAT 
IT WAS EXTREMELY UNLIKELY IRAN WOULD BE RESPONSIVE 
TO ETHIOPIA'S REQUEST FOR F-5-E'S EITHER FROM IRAN'S 
OWN INVENTORY OR BY DIVERSION FROM PRODUCTION -RUNS 
FOR DELIVERY TO IRAN. IN JULY 19 MEETING AMBASSADOR 
DID MAKE THE POINT THAT WE WOULD GIVE URGENT CONSID 
ERATION TO AN IRANIAN REQUEST FOR APPROVAL OF AN 
ARMS TRANSFER TO ETHIOPIA SHOULD IT DECIDE TO MAKE 
ONE (REFTEL PARA 1 1). 

HELMS 
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